By Phil Casey 

Clay Blair Jr., who used to 
drag down $75,000 a year as 
editor-in-chief of the Curtis 
Publishing Co. until he 
talked back to the boss, said 
last week he doesn’t miss 
anything, not even the 
money. 

Blair, now 49, an author 
and nonfiction writer, con- 
ceded the money isn’t as 
good these days. But life is 
better, particularly down in 
Key Biscay ne, Fla., where 
he lives, writes, swims and 
plays tennis. 

"I haven’t had to attend a 
committee meeting in seven 
years,” he said. “That’s a 
marvelous thing. No corpo- 
rate executive has driven a 
knife in my back since then, 
and it feels good. All 
wounds are healed.” 

Blair was in town to visit 
his ex-wife and six children 
for Christmas in Potomac, 
Md., where they live, and to 
attend his elder daughter’s 
wedding. While he was here, 
his publishers figured he 
might as well go around 
plugging his ne<v novel, 
“Pentagon Country,” and 
Blair agreed. 

Blair covered the Penta- 
gon for 10 years, as a Time- 
Life writer and as a free-lan- 
cer. And In his novel, the 
Pentagon loses. 

There are many people he 
likes and admires out there, 
but there’s much that he 
doesn’t like. “There is cen- 
tered in the Pentagon,” he 
said, “more power, money, 
greed, vanity, arrogance, 
stupidity, secrecy, idealism 
and dedication, rigidity, cor- 
ruption, brilliance, boredom 
conflict, heartbreak, 
triumph, hate and love than 
has been collected under 
one roof at any time or 
place in the history of man- 
kind.” 

Blair’s novel deals with 
the ambition, hypocrisy and 
lust for power and prestige 
that he has found to abound 
in the military establish- 
ment. It’s a story not only 
about all that, but about a 
Navy captain, his frustrated 
wife, sick of his being at sea, 
and his hippie son and the 
son’s hippie girl friend. 

"It’s partly the story qf 
the plight of a professional 
military man in today’s so- 
ciety,” he said. “These men 
are often ridiculed, their 
credibility questioned, and 
their families torn. These 
days, in a military home, the 
children are rebelling 
against their fathers and all 
then yjiues. The tensions 
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and cracks in our society 
show more vividly in situa- 
tions like that ” 

Blair lost his big job with 
the Curtis Publishing Co. in 
late 1964, after a battle with 
the chairman and president, 
Matthew J. Culligan. Curtis 
published, among other 
magazines, the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

The central figure in his 
novel is a Navy captain 
deeply committed to expan- 
sion of the country’s sub- 
marine fleet. Blair has writ- 
ten a nonfiction book about 
subs, “The Atomic Subma- 


rine and Admiral Rickover.” 
*Tm hung up on subs,” he 
said. “I was on a sub in 
World War II, and that’s a 
hair-raising way to fight a 
war. It was awful.” 

And then, as a newspaper- 
man, he got interested in 
Admiral Rickover and his 
fight against top brass and 
the Defense Department to 
save the submarine fleet 
“Somewhere along the 
line I had a change of heart. 

I admired Rickover for his 
stand and his dedication, 
and his courage. But things 
have changed,” Blair said. 


“They’ve gone crazy. Kick- 
over is still a hero to the 
press, and he is never ques- 
tioned, but he has become 
one of the biggest militarists 
in the history of the world. 

“His expanding sub force is 
taking 25 per cent of Navy 
money.” 

Blair, who was once of 
Rickover’s greatest support- 
ers among newsmen, paused 
a moment and then said, 
rather bewilderedly, “I don’t 
understand why there is no 
discussion of ULMS in the 
newspapers or anywhere 
else. Do you know what 
ULMS is? No. Few people 
do. It never gets mentioned. 

“Those letters stand for 
'Underwater Long-Range 
Missile System and what 
they would be is battleships 
underwater, capable of 
launching missiles. This pro- 
gram. if it were to go 
through, would cost the 
country shout $100 billion. 
And there is no discussion of 
of it, no Investigation of it!” 
The history of the subma- 
rine race between this coun- 
try and Russia, Blair said, 
has been one of Russia re- 
sponding to our innovations 
in the field. The United 
States makes an advance, 
Russia reacts and builds, 
and then this country reacts, 
and so on. 

The ULMS question has 
caused a split among the 
submarine force, Blair said. 
There are those who want 
the huge battleships under 
sea and others who want 
smaller subs, not so much of 
a target. And there are 
those who question any 
great expansion of the fleet 
“We’re in an incredible 
sub race with the Russians,” 
Blair said. “We build first, 
they follow, and then we go 
on again ... If we build the 
ULMS, then Russia wilL 
build one. All this should be 
questioned. 

“What gets me,” he said, 
“is nobody seems to give a 
damn. Rickover should be 
questioned, the Navy should 
be questioned. Where is the 
discussion?” 
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